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for George wrote Hyndman that he considered Marx unscien-
tific and "a most superficial thinker, entangled in an inexact
and vicious terminology." Years later he summed up his feelings
in a letter to Thomas F. Walker, "As for Karl Marx, he is the
prince of muddleheads."
George had to clarify his principles for another group be-
sides the Socialists.4 He had to reaffirm that he did not believe
in compensating landlords in the application of the taxation
of land values. If the land belonged "in usufruct" to the people,
there was no justice in making the people buy back what was
by right their own. "Because I was robbed yesterday and the
day before, and the day before that, is it any reason that I
should suffer myself to be robbed today and tomorrow, any
reason that I should conclude that the robber has acquired a
vested right to rob me?"5 he had asked in Progress and Pov-
erty. He did not believe in buying out the land profiteer, but
rather in taxing him out.
These things settled, Henry George's second English tour
began. He spoke first at a meeting in St. James's Hall, London.6
Ordinarily he did not prepare for a speech except to medi-
tate on its subject beforehand in his favorite posture—stretched
out on a sofa and smoking. But this event was of such overriding
importance that he spent most of two days and two nights dic-
tating to his son and another stenographer alternately, continu-
ing until time to dress and hasten to the lecture hall
Even though the London correspondent of the New 'York
Tribune reported that "people of the better sort find a difficulty
in taking Mr. George seriously,"7 every one of the four thous-
and seats in the great hall was occupied and scores of his
listeners stood in the back aisles and along the walls. John
Ruskin was to have presided, but he was detained by ill health
and his place was taken by Henry Labouchere, M.P., editor
of Truth (London). To quote briefly from the long account
of January 10,1884, in the London Daily News:
The Chairman, in introducing the lecturer, said that like Byron,
Mr. George had written a book, and had awaked to find himself
famous. In all parts of Great Britain Mr. George's name was a
household word	In Progress and Poverty Mr. George did two
things, he pointed out lucidly and eloquently the evils of our system
of land tenure and he suggested a remedy for them. With the de-
nunciations of the present system he thought they must all agree.

